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Joann Rezzo is a mediator with Signature Resolution. She brings nearly 30 years of litigation and trial
experience and a dynamic, high-energy personality to each mediation she handles. Because her
litigation career was split evenly between representing defendants and plaintiffs, Joann is known for her
balanced approach. She understands each side’s unique perspective and knows how to unite parties to
achieve a resolution. Joann brings the same level of preparation to each of her mediations as she did for
each of the cases she handled as a litigator, often preparing her own detailed chronologies weaving
together facts and evidence from each side. Joann mediates cases venued throughout California and
beyond.

PRE-MEDIATION EXPERIENCE:

Joann is an experienced trial lawyer who spent her legal career handling high-stakes employment cases
(e.g., wrongful termination, retaliation, breach of contract, harassment, discrimination) as well as
personal injury, insurance bad faith, professional negligence, and other tort cases.

During her nearly 30 year career as a trial attorney, Joann’s client base covered the spectrum from blue-
collar workers to executives in Fortune 500 companies, from small start-up companies to multi-national
Fortune 500 corporations. Her clients have included the City of San Diego, Southwest Airlines,
Qualcomm, Aventis Pharmaceuticals, the former Mayor of San Diego, the former President of San Diego
State University, and high-level executives from many large corporations.

Joann was a founding partner at Edleson & Rezzo from 2003 to 2022 and an attorney with DLA Piper
(formerly Gray Cary Ware & Friedenrich) from 1996 to 2003. She has won multi-million-dollar verdicts
for blue collar workers and small business owners and defense verdicts.

Joann obtained her bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of San Diego in 1993,
graduating summa cum laude and earned her juris doctorate from USC School of Law in 1996.



AREAS OF EXPERTISE:

Employment: Wrongful termination, Harassment, Discrimination, Retaliation, Unpaid wages
(commissions, severance, etc.), Breach of contract

Torts: Personal injury (auto, dog bites, slip and fall, etc.), Fraud, Elder abuse, Civil rights, Defamation
(libel, slander, compelled self-publication), Aircraft crashes

Business/Insurance: Breach of contract; Bad faith; B&P Code 17200/17500 claims; Insurance coverage;

Intentional and negligent interference

Professional Negligence/Probate: Trustee liability, Breach of fiduciary duty, Professional malpractice

(legal, medical, accounting), Elder abuse claims against professionals
ARTICLES/ PRESS:

National Law Review: “Another Gargantuan California Verdict — This time for 5$18.6 Million” San Diego
Union-Tribune: “Carlsbad’s Xnergy Is Awarded S8 Million” NBC-7 San Diego Evening News: “Employee
Wins S8M in Lawsuit Against Carrier Corporation” (highlighting $9.5M verdict for blue-collar worker) San
Diego Daily Transcript: “Small Firm Nets Big Award for Client” The Daily Journal: “Verdicts &
Settlements” (featuring $9.6M jury verdict for a client in employment/fraud case) Law Link: “David vs.
Goliath — Jury Awards Over 59.5M to Punish Corporate Greed”; Author - "How a 1990's Sitcom Can Help
Your Client "Win" in Mediation” — North County Bar Association Magazine, March 2024.

RATES:
Available upon request.
CONTACT INFORMATION:

jrezzo@signatureresolution.com; (858) 775-7584
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